SEYCHELLES  BASKETBALL  (MEN)

 PLS Hawks draw first blood against MBU Rockers - Nov. 24, 2006 - by Eurobasket News
PLS HAWKS had three of their starters score in double digits in their 22-point Seychelles Basketball Federation (SBF) Cup game one semifinal win against MBU Rockers on Wednesday November 22 at Victoria Gymnasium.

Coach Tony Juliette’s PLS Hawks built their 74-52 victory in the second quarter which they won 21-9 after having been outscored 12-16 by MBU Rockers in the opening 10-minute spell.
Defending champions PLS Hawks, who won last year’s edition of the competition by sweeping Premium Cobras 2-0 (78-76 and 73-63) in the best-of-three final when being short-handed to achieve a second League and Cup double in four years, also won the third and fourth quarters 17-16 and 24-11 of Tuesday’s game.
Once again, Ugandan all-rounder Stephen Omony, who missed a number of league matches after being tied up in his home country trying to solve some personal matters, led PLS Hawks in scoring with a game-leading 17 points.
Veteran power forward Jim Domingue netted 13 points and centre Barry Baron added 12 to help PLS Hawks’ starters outscore those of MBU Rockers by two points – 44-42.
PLS Hawks’ bench also outscored that of MBU Rockers 32-10.
Roddy Fanchette and skipper Nigel Sinon got 13 points apiece for MBU Rockers and they are expected to once again guide their team in game two on Sunday to even the series and force a decisive game three.

Speaking to Sports Nation, MBU Rockers’ assistant coach Paul Denis said: 
“We need a win to stay alive in the competition. To get the win, we have to step up in defence and remain concentrated on what we have to do. Losing game one has made us understand that we have to work harder. I believe that if my young team had won game one, they would have grown overconfident and it would have been a difficult situation against an experienced PLS Hawks team.”

Still without a cup to show for their efforts this year, PLS Hawks are aiming to win the SBF Cup to salvage their season and coach Juliette told Sports Nation that “the semifinal series against MBU Rockers will be over by Sunday.”
It is to note that playmaker Thomas Collie isn’t expected back in PLS Hawks’ line-up soon after having already missed two matches because of a finger injury.
Meanwhile, the first match of the other best-of-three semifinal is scheduled for tomorrow at 5.15 p.m. at Victoria Gymnasium when Premium Cobras will meet Baya.
So far this season, Men’s division 1A League champions Premium Cobras have lost three times to Baya in five meetings.
While Premium Cobras want to win the SBF Cup to complete a League and Cup double, Baya are aiming to add the second most important trophy in local basketball to the Men’s division 1A Top-of-the-table crown they won after beating the same Premium Cobras in the final.

(Courtesy of Basketball in Africa)
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  Seychelles Basketball Federation (SBF) Cup - MBU Rockers into last-four stage - Nov. 21, 2006 - by Eurobasket News
MBU Rockers have a date with PLS Hawks in the best-of-three semifinals of the men’s Seychelles Basketball Federation (SBF) Cup after eliminating Angels on Sunday November 19 at the Palais des Sports.

Coach Alvin Alcindor’s MBU Rockers won 83-72 against Anse Boileau-based Angels who are coached by James Joubert, a former Rocker.

MBU Rockers’ skipper Nigel Sinon led by example with 17 points which was matched by Angels’ David Boniface for a joint-game-high.

Centre Daniel Hoareau added 15 points and Elvis Idrice scored 11 to help the Rockers into the semifinals.

Darren Lesperance netted 11 points including three 3-pointers, and Norcy Agathine made a 10-point contribution in Angels’ loss.

The first match between MBU Rockers and PLS Hawks is Wednesday November 22 at Victoria Gymnasium and the second has been programmed for Sunday at the same venue.

Trophy less PLS Hawks got 31 points from Ugandan Stephen Omony as they laboured to a 69-65 win against SMB Razorbacks.

Baya, who had five players scoring in double figures – Dave Roseline (24 points including three 3-pointers), skipper-of-the-day Michael Cupidon (24 points), Robert Leon (17 points), Bernard Cherry (15 points) and Giovanni Laval (13 points) – in their 105-63 quarterfinal win against Cascade Bullets to make to the last-four stage, will only know their semifinal opponents today when Premium Cobras play RC Dynamics.

G. G.

Seychelles Basketball Federation (SBF) Cup - Nov. 15, 2006 - by Eurobasket News
PLS HAWKS, Baya and MBU Rockers have advanced to the quarterfinals of the men’s Seychelles Basketball Federation (SBF) Cup following easy wins over the weekend at the Victoria Gymnasium.PLS Hawks, who this year surrendered the Men’s division 1A league title to Premium Cobras, mercilessly trounced Men’s division 1B opponents Bel Air Blazers 123-35 on Saturday to move on to the quarterfinals.

Ugandan Stephen Omony scored a season-high 45 points, including four 3-pointers in the win, whilst veteran shooting guard Heribert Derjacques netted six treys for his 18-point contribution to send PLS Hawks through.

PLS Hawks will next play Men’s division 1A side SMB Razorbacks who won a bye straight into the quarterfinals.

It is to note that the previous season-high of 42 belonged to Steven Servina who played a major role in Angels’ shocking 86-76 win over Premium Cobras in the league. Servina is actually studying in China.

On Sunday, Baya easily clinched their quarterfinal berth with a 120-51 victory over Ex-Champs. Giovanni Laval led Men’s division 1A Top-of-the-table winners Baya in scoring with 35 points, including six treys, and captain Dave Roseline added 32.

Baya will now take on Cascade Bullets on Saturday November 18. Ex-Baya player Norbert Loizeau had the hot hands for Ex-Champs with 25 points.

In Sunday’s other match, MBU Rockers had no trouble eliminating Falcons Youth 86-41. Spearheaded by captain and playmaker Nigel Sinon who contributed 38 points to the win, Rockers dominated the young Falcons all throughout the match.

However, they need to improve their game if they want to progress any further in the competition and their first real test will come against Angels, who retained their place in the top flight via the play-offs.

Marcus Woodcock was Falcons Youth’s top scorer with 14 points.

The quarterfinal line-up will be completed on Thursday when Pointe Larue Falcons play Premium Cobras.

Men’s division 1B league winners Pointe Larue Falcons, who won by walk-over against Praslin Warriors last Saturday, will surely use the match against Premium Cobras to have a taste of top flight basketball.
Meanwhile, Bel Air beat Juniors to meet Mont Fleuri in the best-of-three semifinals of the women’s version of the competition.

R. D.


1A Standings
[image: image2.png]





[image: image3]




[image: image4]
Ex-Players for MBU Rockers

Name
CM (INCH)
Pos
Bo
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Last Playing Team



Agrippine Gonzague



SEY
04
04
Rockers (SEY)


Idrice Elvis



SEY
04
04
Rockers (SEY)


Leon Robert

C

SEY
04
04
BAYA (SEY)


Marie Alvin



SEY
04
04
Rockers (SEY)


Raoul Terry



SEY
04
04
Rockers (SEY)


Sicobo R



SEY
03
03
Rockers (SEY)


Sinon Nigel

G

SEY
02
05
Rockers (SEY)
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